
Safeguarding Principles         2025 

At Hardington Vale parish, we are committed to ensuring that safeguarding is everyone’s 
responsibility.  

 

These Key Principles are outlined to all our volunteers and leaders: 

1. Recognize 

• Understand the types of abuse (physical, emotional, sexual, neglect, exploitation). 
• Be alert to signs of abuse, including physical injuries, emotional withdrawal, or 

changes in behaviour. 
• Familiarize yourself with our safeguarding policies and procedures. 

2. Respond 

• Always take disclosures seriously; listen with empathy and avoid probing questions. 
• Stay calm and reassuring so that the person feels safe and supported. 
• Do not promise confidentiality; explain that you may need to share information with 

someone who can help. 

3. Report 

• Share any concerns promptly with the Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) or church 
leader. Resist the tendency to take time to think things over. 

• Keep a record of incidents accurately, including dates, times, and specific details. 

4. Refer 

• The PSO is usually responsible for urgent referrals to statutory agencies (e.g., social 
services, police) or to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team.  

• In urgent cases, direct referral to statutory agencies may be required. See our 
document “Reporting a Safeguarding Concern”. 

5. Prevent 

• Promote a culture of safety and inclusion in all activities 

• Do recommended safeguarding training and keep your knowledge current. 

 
 
Contact Details: Parish Safeguarding Officer, Paul Richardson  
   Rector   (in vacancy) 
   Pastoral Warden, Mary Morrison.  
All can be contacted via the Parish Administrator, 01373 834488. Volunteers have personal 
contact details provided.  
     


